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What is the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission?

he Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) was created by the

California State Legislature in 1970 and is the transportation planning,

coordinating and financing agency for the nine-county San Francisco Bay
Area. MTC functions as both the region’s metropolitan planning organization (MPO)
— a federal designation — and, for state purposes, as the regional transportation
planning agency. As such, it is responsible for regularly updating the Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP), a comprehensive blueprint for the development of
mass transit, highway, local streets and roads, rail, bicycle
and pedestrian facilities. The RTP includes a Sustainable
Communities Strategy (SCS) that integrates planning for
transportation, land use and housing. The Commission screens
requests from local agencies for regional, state and federal
grants for transportation projects to determine their com-
patibility with the RTP, and coordinates the participation of
governments and the general public in the planning process.
MTC also functions as the Bay Area Toll Authority, the Service
Authority for Freeways and Expressways, and the Bay Area
Infrastructure Financing Authority.

The San Francisco Bay Area is served by seven primary public transit systems
as well as over 20 other local transit operators, which together carry over

500 million passengers per year. There are nearly 20,000 miles of local streets
and roads, 1,400 miles of highway, six public ports and three major commercial
airports. The region includes nine counties and 101 municipalities; more than

7 million people reside within its 7,000 square miles.

The Commission is governed by a 21-member policy board. Sixteen commissioners
are appointed directly by local elected officials. In addition, two members represent
regional agencies — the Association of Bay Area Governments and the Bay
Conservation and Development Commission. Finally, three nonvoting members
represent the U.S. Department of Transportation, the California State Transportation
Agency and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.



What is the Transportation Improvement
Program or TIP?

he TIP lists the near-term transportation projects, programs and investment

priorities of the region’'s surface transportation system that have a federal

interest — meaning projects or programs for which federal funds or actions
by federal agencies are anticipated — along with locally and state-funded projects
that are regionally significant. A regionally significant project, generally large scale,
changes travel patterns over a relatively large geographic area. The TIP signifies
the start of implementation of the programs and policies approved in the Bay Area'’s
long-range transportation plan. It does this by identifying specific projects over a
four-year timeframe that will help move the region toward its transportation vision.
Locally funded transit operations and pavement maintenance are generally not
included in the TIP.

The TIP is multimodal.
The TIP lists highway, local roadway, bridge, public transit, bicycle, pedestrian and
freight-related projects.

The TIP covers a four-year period.
The TIP lists projects for a period of four years. MTC is required by federal law to
update the TIP at least one time every four years.
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